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HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS COMPETE FOR UM SCHOLARSHIPS
MISSOULAWhat vitamin is called riboflavin and protects skin?
What word is used for the curved upper surface of a column of liquid in a thin tube?
Of what two crimes was Socrates accused at the age of 70?
Last year western Montana high school students answered those questions and many
more to win scholarships in the first season of Brain Busters, an academic quiz bowl game show
sponsored by The University of Montana.
The second season of the show began Oct. 18 on NBC stations, and this time students
statewide are getting in on the fun.
Thirty-two teams from high schools in central and eastern Montana compete in Billings
while 32 teams from the western part of the state compete in Missoula. The eastern and western
champions will compete for the statewide championship. Each team has four members and two
alternates for a total of 384 competitors. The competitions are taped one Saturday each month at
NBC stations KULR in Billings and KECI in Missoula.
“This is a show featuring the best and brightest students from high schools big and
small,” UM University Relations director Rita Munzenrider said. “Last year we only had western
Montana teams, but this year we’ve expanded into eastern and central Montana.”
Students compete for scholarships to UM or the affiliated campuses, The University of
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Montana Helena College of Technology, Montana Tech of The University of Montana or The
University of Montana-Western.
Last year each of the members on the second place team received $500 scholarships. The
members of the Frenchtown High School winning team each received $3,000 scholarships.
“Our students had a great time in Brain Busters,” said Merle Johnston, an FHS teacher
and the Brain Busters coach. “The great thing about the competition is that any school can win, it
just takes one kid, one walking encyclopedia, who is really into trivia.”
Johnston said the Frenchtown team plans to defend its title, and several of last year’s
team members have returned. To fill the vacancy left by a senior who graduated last year,
Johnston said he placed ads in the hallways to attract kids who are interested in trivia. All
prospective members took a 50-question quiz that covers “a little bit of everything.” The students
with the highest scores earned places on the team, which practices twice a week.
“Each school chooses their representatives a little differently,” Munzenrider said. “Some
have their own quiz bowl. In some schools teachers will identify the brightest students. It’s very
common to see a mixture of students from freshmen to seniors.”
The scholarships have increased this year, and the competition for them promises to be
fierce from students statewide.
“W e’ve had a fabulous response, really overwhelming,” said KULR-8 General Manager
Bruce Cummings. “We had a maximum of 32 teams and those spots were filled in June.”
The divisional runners-up will receive $1,000 scholarships, and each member of the
divisional championship teams will receive a $3,000 scholarship. The statewide runners-up will
receive an additional $1,000 scholarship, while members of the statewide championship team
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will receive an additional $2,000. All contestants receive gift bags filled with Grizzly logo items,
UM admissions packets and gifts from KECI, KULR and other sponsors.
“Our goals for this competition are to promote academic excellence and encourage
students to continue into higher education, as well as try to get our brightest students to stay in
Montana for college,” Munzenrider said.
“Our students loved Brain Busters,” said Sally Byer, assistant principal and Brain Busters
coach at Missoula’s Valley Christian High School. “It is wonderful to have an academic
competition when many things in high school are so focused on athletics. This competition is a
way to recognize academically gifted students and to showcase their talents.”
The Brain Busters shows air at 5 p.m. each Saturday beginning Oct. 18 on NBC stations
KECI in Missoula, KULR in Billings, KCFW in Kalispell, KTVM in Bozeman, as well as
KFBB and KHBB in Great Falls. The statewide playoffs will be taped and aired in May.
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